NATIVE GARDEN FACTSHEET

Creating a native garden
What?

How long will it take for my native garden to grow?

A native garden is one that is made up entirely of Australian plants
and wildflowers

A native garden can be created in various stages

Why?
There are many benefits that come with establishing a Native Garden,
these include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Decrease in water use
Reduction in use of fertiliser
Increased habitat for local birds and wildlife
Improved local biodiversity
Reduction in backyard weeds
They look great!

How?
Start your native garden in a small area of your property and gradually
increase its size as time and money become available
• Consider the microclimate of your property:
The southern side of your house will generally be cooler and
moister. The northern and western sides of your house are usually
hotter and more exposed to the elements
• Check your soil. Good soil quality is the foundation of a healthy
native garden. There are three soil types sandy, clay and loam. Clay
is the most common soil type in this area
• Make a plan. It is easier to work with the environmental features of
your garden rather than against them. Therefore when making your
plan consider things such as the microclimate, the slope of the site,
where water runoff flows to, views, paths, soil type, existing trees
and plants, space for garden shed and compost, entertaining areas,
raised beds to improve drainage (natives like well drained soil) and
of course your budget
• Train your plants to be waterwise. Do this by thoroughly watering
your garden at well spaced intervals

Grasses, ground covers and shrubs can take a couple of years to develop,
trees may take even longer

Maintenance
Planting guide
1. Identify the appropriate location in your garden as per the
recommendations on the plant label
2. Thoroughly soak the plant while it is still in the pot
3. If planting into hard ground, loosen the soil for approx.
1 square metre
4. Once soil is loosened or if planting into an established garden bed,
dig a hole the same depth as the pot you are planting from and a
little wider. Fill the hole with water and allow draining
5. Remove plant from the pot, check roots and straighten any
curled ones
6. Place plant in hole, roots pointing down
7. Fill the hole and firm down with your hands
8. Water in your plant

Watering
1. Water your plant thoroughly at well spaced intervals
2. Water your plant around their drip line. This is the area under the
plant canopy
3. Always water in cooler parts of the day, early morning is best
4. Once the plant is established it will need less water to survive

Fertilising
The great thing about native plants is they don’t need to be fertilised
very often

• Other things to consider include the area of lawn, as this is the
largest water user in the garden

Initially it can be beneficial to fertilise newly planted natives. If doing so,
make sure you use native specific fertiliser which has no phosphorous.
Such fertiliser is available at nurseries, hardware stores and supermarkets

Where to go?

Long term natives that are well established don’t require fertilising

To purchase native plants visit your local nursery. Wollondilly Council,
Liverpool Council and Macarthur Centre for Sustainable Living all have
community nurseries that stock local native plant species. Hardware
suppliers often sell natives or for further information contact your
local council

Tips for propagating native plants from cuttings

How much will it cost?
The cost of creating a native garden is largely dependent on the
size of your property and how much of your garden you dedicate to
growing natives
There will be costs associated with the purchase of plants and there
will also be expenses for compost (unless you make your own), mulch,
irrigation and garden edging materials

Troubleshooting

Here are some helpful tips for propagating native plants from cuttings:
• Always take cuttings from new growth of healthy plants
• The best time to take cuttings is between February and April, as it is
cooler than the summer months
• Cut a piece of plant 5-8cm long below a node (the place on the plant
where the leaf grows from)
• Remove 1/3 to 1/2 of the leaves. Do not damage stem
• Dip cutting into hormone powder/gel
• Place cutting in a hole up to half of its length
• Thoroughly water and place in a warm moist area

Want to know more?

My native garden isn’t growing as well as I would
like it to. Why?

For further information on buying, growing, and maintaining Native
plants and to attend a workshop run by your local council contact:

• You may need to check your soil type and condition through a soil
test

Camden
Campbelltown
Liverpool
Wollondilly
Macarthur Centre for Sustainable Living

• The plants you are using may not be suitable for your area or may
be planted in the wrong area of your garden
• Analyse the frequency you are watering your plants. Many natives
only require a small amount of water and become stressed if they
are over watered

My natives are not flowering...help!
• Seasonal variation may affect this, along with the location of your
plants if they are in a shaded area. Pruning at the incorrect time and
water stress can also be a factor

4654 7777
4645 4000
1300 36 2170
4677 1100
4647 9828
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Native plant species

South
West
Sydney

Clematis aristata

Hardenbergia violacea

Pandorea pandorana

Themeda australis

Dianella longifolia

Type: Climber. Description: Attractive, abundant
white flowers. Firm, dark green, irregularly toothed
leaflets. Height: climbs well, cut back to maintain
desired height. Flowers: Oct-Nov. Propagation: sow
seeds in Autumn. Prune: after flowering.

Type: Climber. Description: Hardy evergreen
vine. Pea shape purple flowers. When planted
aganst a fence, trellis or shed it will grow well and
form a screen. Height: 1.5m. Flowers: July-Oct.
Propagation: soak seeds before planting.
Prune: after flowering.

Type: Climber. Description: Woody. Tubular,
whitish flowers, with red spots, in attractive loose
clusters. Height: climbs well, cut back to
maintain desired height. Flowers: Aug-Sept.
Propagation: from a cutting. Prune: occasionally
to remove dead growth.

Type: Grass. Description: Tufted. Bluish-green,
purple/red when young, brownish when mature.
Great for rock gardens or pots. Height: 1m.
Flowers: Sept-March. Propagation: sow seeds in
Spring. Prune: rejuvenate old tussocks by cutting
back in Autumn or Winter.

Type: Groundcover. Description: Tufted,
solitary. White to blue flowers exceeding
foliage. Height: 50cm. Flowers: Oct-Jan.
Propagation: by dividing clumps in Spring.
Prune: doesn’t need pruning.

Dichondra repens

Eremophila debilis

Lomandra longifolia

Viola hederacea

Acacia implexa

Type: Groundcover. Description: Creeping stems.
Kidney-shaped leaves. Small yellowish-white
flowers. Ideal for damp rockeries. Height: Low.
Flowers: Sept-Dec. Propagation: spreads easily.
Prune: doesn’t need pruning.

Type: Groundcover. Description: Flat spreading.
Hairy leaves and stems. Tubular branches.
White-mauve flowers. Height: Low.
Flowers: Nov-Feb Propagation: from a cutting.
Prune: only tip prune.

Type: Groundcover. Description: Tufted. Tough,
strap-like leaves. Large, spiny flower heads,
strongly perfumed. Height: 1m. Flowers: Aug-Dec.
Propagation: by division. Prune: remove dead leaves.

Type: Groundcover. Description: Kidney/oval
shaped leaves. Violet flowers on stems longer
than the leaves. Height: Low. Flowers: Sept-Dec.
Propagation: propagate by division or runners.
Prune: doesn’t need pruning.

Type: Shrub. Description: Pods become very
twisted/tangled. Leaves are thin, curved and
taper to a point. Height: Large. Flowers: Jan-March.
Propagation: after soaking seeds in warm water,
and when swollen. Take cuttings in Summer.
Prune: after flowering.

Bursaria spinosa
var spinosa

Dodonaea viscosa ssp.
Cuneata

Indigofera australis

Leptospermum
polygalifolium

Melaleuca thymifolia

Type: Shrub. Description: Thorny, wiry branches.
Leaf size and shape vary’s with age. Small,
white fragrant flowers. Height: Medium.
Flowers: Jan-April. Propagation: sow seed.
Prune: after flowering, only to maintain shape.

Type: Shrub. Description: Compact growth.
Sticky leaves taper to sharp point. Green fruit
turns red and purple. Height: 1m. Flowers: Spring.
Propagation: sow from seed or take cutting in
Spring and Summer. Prune: minimally.

Pittosporum revolutum

Type: Shrub. Description: Yellow flowers. Broad
leaves, may be rusty-hairy on the undersurface.
Height: Large. Flowers: Sept-Oct. Propagation: sow
seed as soon as ripe, take cuttings in Summer.
Prune: to maintain shape.

(Traveller’s Joy)

Kidney Weed

Blackthorn, Boxthorn

Yellow/Rough Fruited Pittosporum

(Purple Twining Pea)

Amulla, Winter Apple

Wonga Wonga Vine

Spiny-headed Mat-rush

Native Indigo

Kangaroo Grass

Ivy-leafed Violet

var longifolia Pale Flax Lily

Hickory

Thyme Honey-myrtle

Type: Shrub. Description: Slender, erect.
Pink to lilac pea flowers, numerous along stems.
Height: 1m Alluvial Aug-Sept. Flowers: Spring.
Propagation: from cutting, early to mid Summer.
Prune: trim lightly after flowering.

Yellow Tea-tree

Acacia floribunda

Backhousia myrtifolia

Brachychiton populneus

Callistemon salignus

Type: Tree. Description: Graceful. Weeping.
Hardy small tree. Abundant pale yellow flowers.
Height: Small. Flowers: Aug-Sept. Propagation:
sow seeds after soaking in warm water, and
when swollen. Take cuttings in Summer.
Prune: after flowering.

Type: Tree. Description: Dense feature tree with,
green glossy foliage. Greenish yellow flowers in
small terminal clusters. Height: 6-10m.
Flowers: Nov-Dec. Propagation: sow seed in
Spring. Prune: minimally.

Type: Tree. Description: Thick grey trunk. Shiny
leaves vary in shape. Bell shaped flowers - creamy
white, red centre. Height: 15m. Flowers: Nov-Jan.
Propagation: sow seed fresh. Prune: minimally,
prune to encourage a straight central trunk.

Type: Tree. Description: Small tree. Creamy
white flowers. Height: 7m. Flowers: Oct-Nov.
Propagation: sow dry seed from year old seed
capsules. Take cutting form growing tips in mid
to late Summer. Prune: trim off spent flowers just
behind the flower.

Wedge-leaf Hop Bush

Sally Wattle

Grey Myrtle

Type: Shrub. Description: Hardy, evergreen.
Weeping. Creamy-white flowers, green centres.
Narrow leaves. Height: 2.5-6m. Flowers: Sept-Feb.
Propagation: take cuttings in late spring and
summer. Prune: minimally.

Kurrajong

Frost hardy

Grows in sun or partial shade

Type: Shrub. Description: Spreading. Pink/
mauve flowers in irregular clusters on the
older wood. Height: Small. Flowers: Oct-Jan.
Propagation: take cuttings in late Summer and
Autumn. Prune: minimally.

Willow Bottlebrush

Attracts birds

